Journal of Humanities, Music and Dance

ISSN: 2799-1180

Vol: 03, No. 02, Feb-March 2023 JHMD
http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD

DOI: https://doi.org/10.55529/jhmd.32.32.41

Reclaiming Moral Foundations: Integrating Christian
Ethics to Address Contemporary Moral Decay

Ifeanyi A. Chukwudebelu”

“Department of Religion and Human Relations, Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu
University, Igbariam, Nigeria.
(ORCID ID: 0009-0001-3724-5429)

Corresponding Email: “chukwudebeluifeanyia88@gmail.com
Received: 24 November 2022  Accepted: 10 February 2023  Published: 25 March 2023

Abstract: Contemporary society grapples with the erosion of moral foundations, evident in
pervasive issues such as injustice, murder, sexual perversion, and corruption. This study
explores the integration of theological perspectives, particularly from the Christian
tradition, as a means to address these challenges. Drawing upon insights from theological
scholars and philosophers, the research examine the unchanging nature of God's word as
a moral compass and its relevance in navigating complex moral dilemmas. Through
interdisciplinary analysis, the work assesses the impact of secularism, technological
advancements, and shifting cultural norms on moral discourse, identifying key factors
contributing to moral decay. Furthermore, by integrating deontological ethics and
structural functionalism as a structural base, this research proposes actionable strategies
that are both morally principled and socially functional and aims to inspire a renewed
commitment to moral principles, fostering a culture of integrity, compassion, and social
responsibility. The study concludes that reclaiming moral foundations grounded in
enduring principles is essential for building a more just and virtuous society, reflecting the
timeless wisdom of the past and addressing the moral imperatives of the present.

Keywords: Christian Ethics, Digital Ethics, Moral Decay, Secularism, Theological
Perspectives.

1. INTRODUCTION

In contemporary society, the erosion of moral foundations poses a profound challenge, as
evidenced by the pervasive presence of issues such as injustice, murder, sexual perversion,
and corruption. These moral vices not only contribute to social disintegration but also inflict
widespread suffering and foster a prevailing sense of disillusionment among individuals and
communities alike. Consequently, there is an imperative to integrate theological perspectives,
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particularly the Christian viewpoint, which underscores the unchanging nature of God's word
as a moral compass.

The prevalence of moral decay highlights a critical need to reassess and reaffirm the guiding
principles that underpin ethical behavior. By drawing upon theological insights, specifically
from the Christian tradition, we can access a framework rooted in timeless truths that
transcend societal trends and cultural shifts. The unchanging nature of God's word provides a
solid foundation upon which to navigate the complexities of contemporary moral dilemmas.
This research endeavors to delve into the root causes of moral erosion in modern society and
explore how integrating theological perspectives can offer solutions to address these
challenges. By examining the impact of secularism, technological advancements, and shifting
cultural norms on moral discourse, we aim to gain a comprehensive understanding of the
forces at play. Furthermore, we seek to propose actionable strategies informed by Christian
ethics to restore ethical behavior and foster a more just and virtuous society.

Through interdisciplinary analysis and empirical research, this study aims to contribute to the
ongoing dialogue surrounding moral philosophy and societal ethics. By advocating for the
integration of theological perspectives, we hope to inspire a renewed commitment to moral
principles and cultivate a culture of integrity, compassion, and social responsibility.

2. RELATED WORKS

Theological and Philosophical Perspectives: The integration of theological perspectives,
particularly from Christianity, as a response to moral decay is well-supported in academic
discourse. Scholars like Geisler (2010) emphasize the unchanging moral absolutes derived
from divine commandments as essential for guiding ethical behavior in society. Geisler
argues that principles such as justice, sanctity of life, and integrity are not subject to cultural
relativism but are rooted in the eternal truth of God's word.

Impact of Secularism and Technological Advancements: The rise of secularism has
diminished the influence of traditional moral frameworks rooted in religious teachings
(Berger, 1967). This shift has created a moral vacuum, leaving individuals susceptible to
ethical dilemmas without clear guidance from established religious norms. Moreover, rapid
advancements in Information and Communication Technology (ICT) have introduced new
ethical challenges, including privacy concerns, online ethics, and the spread of morally
ambiguous content (Carr, 2010; Turkle, 2011).

Ethical Theories: The ethical emphasizes duty and adherence to universal moral laws. This
ethical framework aligns with the Christian perspective, advocating for actions based on
divine commandments and moral absolutes in the face of moral decadence in the society. The
categorical imperative, which suggests acting according to maxims that can be universally
applied, underscores the importance of intrinsic moral duties over consequentiality
considerations (Kant, 2012).

Classical Virtue Ethics and Christian Moral Foundations: Classical thinkers like Plato,
Avistotle, and St. Thomas Aquinas have long underscored the importance of moral virtues in
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achieving a well-ordered society. Plato's emphasis on justice, wisdom, courage, and
temperance, Aristotle's notion of virtue as a mean between extremes, and Aquinas's
integration of natural and divine law all highlight the foundational role of moral virtues in
human flourishing (Cooper et al., 1997). These perspectives align with Christian ethical
principles, which advocate for a life guided by God's unchanging word, as emphasized by
theologians such as Geisler (2010) and Cunningham (2008).

3. METHODOLOGY

Data Collection

The research methodology combines both primary and secondary methods of data collection.
Primary data is gathered through empirical research, including surveys and interviews with
individuals and communities affected by moral decay. Secondary data is collected through a
comprehensive review of existing literature, including theological texts, philosophical works,
and sociological studies. By integrating these diverse sources of data, the study aims to
provide a holistic understanding of the factors contributing to moral decay and offer
actionable solutions to inspire a renewed commitment to moral principles, fostering a culture
of integrity, compassion, and social responsibility.

Theoretical Structures: Deontological Ethics and Structural Functionalism

Deontological Ethics Theory: Deontological ethics, also known as duty-based ethics, is
primarily associated with the work of German philosopher Immanuel Kant (1724-1804). The
term "deontological” is derived from the Greek word "deon,” meaning "duty.” Kant's ethical

theory, presented in his works such as "Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals" (1785),

posits that morality is grounded in reason and that ethical actions are those performed out of

duty and adherence to universal moral laws, rather than consequences (Kant, 2012).

The core ideologies of deontological ethics include:

e Moral Absolutism: Certain actions are morally obligatory, permissible, or forbidden
regardless of the consequences.

o Categorical Imperative: A central concept in Kantian ethics, which asserts that one should
act only according to maxims that can be universally applied. Kant's famous formulation
states, "Act only according to that maxim whereby you can, at the same time, will that it
should become a universal law" (Kant, 2012).

e Respect for Persons: Individuals should be treated as ends in themselves, not merely as
means to an end. This emphasizes the intrinsic worth of human beings (Kant, 2012).

Deontological ethics provides a robust framework for this research by grounding moral
actions in the unchanging word of God and timeless principles. It aligns with the Christian
perspective that morality is derived from divine laws and duties as outlined in the scriptures.
The emphasis on adherence to moral duties and principles, regardless of societal changes or
consequences, calls for a return to foundational moral values addressing contemporary moral
decay. For example, the issues of injustice and other societal vices can be evaluated through
the lens of deontological ethics by examining whether these actions conform to universal
moral laws and respect the intrinsic dignity of individuals. By advocating for adherence to
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divine commandments, such as "Thou shalt not kill"* and principles of justice and integrity,
the research aligns with the deontological emphasis on duty and moral absolutes (Geisler,
2010).

Structural Functionalism Theory: Structural functionalism is a sociological theory that

emerged in the early 20th century, with key contributions from Emile Durkheim (1858-1917)

and later Talcott Parsons (1902-1979). This theory views society as a complex system

composed of various interdependent parts, each serving a specific function to maintain the

stability and equilibrium of the whole (Durkheim, 1997; Parsons, 1951).

The core ideologies of structural functionalism include:

e Social Structure: Society consists of various institutions (such as family, religion,
education) that work together to maintain social order and stability.

« Functionality: Each social institution has specific functions that contribute to the overall
stability and functionality of society. Dysfunctional elements are those that disrupt social
stability (Parsons, 1951).

e Value Consensus: Social stability is achieved through a shared set of norms and values
that guide individual behavior and ensure cooperation among members of society
(Durkheim, 1997).

Structural functionalism provides a comprehensive lens to analyze the societal impact of
moral decay and the role of various institutions in fostering ethical behavior. The theory
underscores the importance of re-engaging societal institutions to restore stability and
promote ethical behavior. By revitalizing the moral guidance provided by religious
institutions, society can reinforce value consensus and address the dysfunction caused by
moral vices such as corruption and injustice (Berger, 1967).

Furthermore, the development of digital ethics frameworks can be seen as an effort to adapt
the functions of societal institutions to the challenges posed by technological advancements.
By establishing new norms and guidelines for online behavior, society can mitigate the
negative impacts of ICT and maintain social stability in the digital age (Carr, 2010; Turkle,
2011).

Integrating Deontological Ethics and Structural Functionalism

Integrating deontological ethics with structural functionalism provides a multidimensional
approach to addressing contemporary moral challenges. Deontological ethics offers a
principled foundation based on duty and universal moral laws, while structural functionalism
emphasizes the practical role of social institutions in maintaining stability and ethical
behavior.

By combining these perspectives, the research proposes actionable strategies that are both
morally principled and socially functional. For instance, promoting justice and integrity
through adherence to divine commandments (deontological ethics) can be reinforced by
strengthening the role of religious and cultural institutions in society (structural
functionalism) (Cunningham, 2008). Similarly, addressing the ethical challenges of ICT
through digital ethics frameworks can ensure that technological advancements contribute
positively to social cohesion and stability (Gleick, 2011).
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Deontological ethics and structural functionalism as a structural base enhances the research's
ability to offer comprehensive solutions to moral decay, grounded in both timeless moral
principles and practical social functions. This interdisciplinary approach fosters a more just
and virtuous society by addressing moral challenges at both individual and institutional
levels.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Morals and Morality: Foundations of Ethical Behavior

Morals refer to the "principles and beliefs concerning right and wrong behaviour" (Collins
English Dictionary, 2016). These principles govern the knowledge and actions of what is
considered right and wrong. The word "moral™ is etymologically derived from the Latin word
"moralis,” which denotes the idea of proper behavior in society, literally pertaining to
manners (Collins English Dictionary, 2016).

It is also important to highlight the concept of morality. Morality is derived from the Latin
word "moralitas,” which pertains to the manner, characteristic, and character of a person
(Collins English Dictionary, 2016). Morality involves the recognition of the distinction
between good and evil, right and wrong. It reflects a mental disposition or characteristic
behavior intended to produce morally good results (Carlyle, 1841). In essence, morality is the
conformity of moral goods to moral rules.

The terms "morals" and "morality” are often used interchangeably by scholars when
discussing ethical and moral principles (Collins English Dictionary, 2016; Carlyle, 1841).
According to Frankena (1973), morality is "a system of rules or principles for guiding human
conduct and for evaluating it in terms of good or bad, right or wrong" (p. 3). Similarly,
Rachels and Rachels (2019) define morality as "a set of rules that govern behaviour" and that
"morality tells us what we ought to do, what we should do, and what we must do" (p. 13).
Kant (1785/2012) argued that morality is based on the categorical imperative, which states
that we should act only according to the maxim through which we can, at the same time, will
that it become a universal law. This emphasizes the importance of moral universality and the
notion that moral principles should be applicable to all people in all situations.

Hence, morals and morality are closely related concepts that refer to the principles, beliefs,
and characteristics that guide human behavior and the distinction between right and wrong.

The Erosion of Moral Foundations: Implications for Modern Society

Human persons have a moral conscience and the ability to discern right from wrong, which
makes them moral beings (Ezeh, 2018). Many ancient philosophers, such as Plato, Aristotle,
and St. Thomas Aquinas, have agreed that the highest aim of moral thought and conduct is
happiness and well-being (Cooper et al., 1997).

This suggests that the present social disorder and crises in various human societies are
unfortunate evidence of moral decadence in society. People are increasingly disregarding the
moral codes that should govern their individual conduct, and the consequences of this action
are far more serious than they may realize.

Plato believed that the ideal society could only be achieved through the cultivation of moral
virtues, such as justice, wisdom, courage, and temperance (Cooper et al., 1997). Similarly,

Copyright The Author(s) 2023.This is an Open Access Article distributed under the CC BY
license. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 36



http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD
http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD
https://doi.org/10.55529/jhmd.32.32.41
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Journal of Humanities, Music and Dance

ISSN: 2799-1180

Vol: 03, No. 02, Feb-March 2023 JHMD
http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD

DOI: https://doi.org/10.55529/jhmd.32.32.41

Aristotle argued that the good life is one that is lived in accordance with virtue, which he
defined as a mean between extremes (Cooper et al., 1997). St. Thomas Aquinas, building on
the work of Aristotle, emphasized the importance of moral theology and the role of divine
grace in achieving human flourishing (Cooper et al., 1997).

The abandonment of these moral foundations has led to a breakdown in social cohesion, a
rise in unethical behavior, and a general sense of disillusionment and dissatisfaction within
many societies.

Challenges to Morality in the Age of Secularism and ICT

The present trend of secularism and the prevalent era of Information, Communication, and
Technology (ICT) pose significant challenges to morality in the current generation.
Secularism, which promotes the separation of religion from public life, has led to a decline in
the influence of traditional moral frameworks and the role of religious institutions in shaping
societal values (Berger, 1967). This shift has resulted in a moral vacuum, where individuals
are left to navigate ethical dilemmas without the guidance of established religious or cultural
norms.

Additionally, the rapid advancements in ICT have transformed the way individuals interact,
communicate, and access information. The ubiquity of social media and the ease of digital
communication have amplified the dissemination of content, including that which may be
morally questionable or harmful (Carr, 2010). The anonymity and lack of face-to-face
interaction afforded by online platforms have also contributed to a decline in moral
accountability, as individuals may be more inclined to engage in unethical behavior without
the immediate consequences of their actions (Turkle, 2011).

Furthermore, the abundance of information available online has led to the proliferation of
diverse moral perspectives, sometimes conflicting with one another, making it challenging
for individuals to discern and adhere to a coherent set of moral principles (Gleick, 2011).
This complexity can contribute to moral relativism, where individuals struggle to establish a
firm foundation for ethical decision-making.

Christian Evaluation Prevalent Moral Problems in Contemporary Society

The present-day society is grappling with a plethora of moral vices that have become deeply
entrenched, posing significant challenges to the well-being of individuals and the collective
good. Let us examine some of the prevalent moral problems in our society:

Injustice: Injustice, defined as the absence of justice or the violation of the rights of another
person, is a pervasive issue in our society. The oppression of the poor, the marginalization of
the vulnerable, and the exploitation of the weak are all manifestations of this moral malaise.
As the Oxford Dictionary aptly states, “injustice is a painful scorch on whomsoever it is
meted out" (Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 2015). This is a recurring problem that
has led to the suffering of many, including the imprisonment of the innocent, the perpetuation
of poverty, and the rise of crime and bullying. In response, Christ Jesus himself encouraged
believers to show love and care to the downtrodden and the marginalized, underscoring the
moral imperative to address injustice (Cunningham, 2008).

Murder: The unlawful taking of a human life, without justification, is a grave moral
violation. From the creation account, where God imbued humanity with the divine image

Copyright The Author(s) 2023.This is an Open Access Article distributed under the CC BY
license. (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/) 37



http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD
http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD
https://doi.org/10.55529/jhmd.32.32.41
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Journal of Humanities, Music and Dance

ISSN: 2799-1180

Vol: 03, No. 02, Feb-March 2023 JHMD
http://journal.hmjournals.com/index.php/JHMD

DOI: https://doi.org/10.55529/jhmd.32.32.41

(imago Dei), the sanctity of human life has been emphasized (Genesis 1:26-27). The biblical
narrative of Cain's murder of his brother Abel and the Decalogue's commandment "Thou
shalt not kill" further underscore the moral gravity of this act (Exodus 20:13). No individual
has the right to deprive another of the precious gift of life, which belongs to God (Geisler,
2010).

Sexual Perversion: The abuse of sexual gratification, through acts such as incest,
homosexuality, and bestiality, is a major moral problem plaguing society. The Christian
scriptures explicitly condemn such "abominations,” emphasizing the importance of sexual
purity and the God-ordained norms of human sexuality (Leviticus 18:22-23; 1 Thessalonians
4:3-4). The proliferation of pornography, which fuels sexual perversion, has been linked to
the rise of sex trafficking, prostitution, and other societal ills (Cooper, 2000).

Corruption: Corruption, the misuse of entrusted power for personal gain, is a persistent and
endemic moral problem, especially in countries like Nigeria (Transparency International,
2021). The Bible's emphasis on honest leadership, contentment, and the rejection of bribery
(Exodus 18:21; Acts 6:1-3) stands in stark contrast to the rampant corruption that plagues
many societies (Swanson, 1997).

These moral vices, among others, have become deeply ingrained in the fabric of our society,
undermining the well-being of individuals and the collective good. The Christian perspective,
grounded in the unchanging word of God, offers a robust moral foundation to address these
challenges and calls believers to embody virtues like justice, sanctity of life, sexual purity,
and integrity in leadership (1 Peter 1:15-16).

Approaches to Addressing Moral Challenges in Contemporary Society

Addressing the moral challenges prevalent in contemporary society demands a
comprehensive strategy that incorporates various perspectives and approaches. One crucial
aspect involves the re-engagement of religious and cultural institutions. These institutions
historically served as pillars for moral guidance and ethical development within communities
(Berger, 1967). By revitalizing their roles, they can instill values of justice, compassion, and
integrity, thereby combating injustices such as the oppression of the poor and the
marginalization of vulnerable populations (Cunningham, 2008). Additionally, these
institutions can provide support networks for individuals grappling with moral dilemmas,
offering guidance rooted in timeless principles.

Furthermore, the development of digital ethics frameworks is imperative in navigating the
ethical challenges posed by Information and Communication Technology (ICT). As
highlighted by Carr (2010) and Turkle (2011), the proliferation of online platforms and
digital communication has created new avenues for unethical behavior and moral ambiguity.
By establishing clear ethical guidelines for online conduct, society can mitigate the negative
impacts of ICT on moral accountability and integrity. These frameworks should emphasize
principles such as respect for privacy, honesty, and responsibility in digital interactions.
Moreover, cultivating critical thinking skills is essential for individuals to navigate the moral
complexities of the modern world. As noted by Gleick (2011), the abundance of information
available online can lead to moral relativism and confusion. By promoting critical thinking,
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individuals can evaluate and discern the validity of diverse moral perspectives, enabling them
to make ethical decisions aligned with their values and principles. Education systems and
community initiatives play a vital role in fostering critical thinking skills, empowering
individuals to uphold moral integrity in their personal and professional lives.

Therefore, addressing contemporary moral challenges requires a multifaceted approach that
encompasses religious and cultural re-engagement, the development of digital ethics
frameworks, and the cultivation of critical thinking skills. By drawing insights from various
authors and disciplines, society can work towards building a more ethical and just world,
guided by enduring principles and values.

Morality: The Unchanging Foundation of Christian Morality

In the Christian perspective, morality is the application of God's laws regarding an
individual's private and public behavior. A Christian person, in their attempt to live a moral
life, strives to obey the rules for personal conduct that have been decreed by God and
recorded in the Holy Bible. The life of such a Christian is regarded as "correct” as it has been
subjected to the word of God (Cunningham, 2008).

The word of God is what a Christian person believes to have been given to them by God
himself, enabling them to come to the knowledge of Him. To a Christian, true morality is not
found in the mere codes established by society, but rather in the word of God (Geisler, 2010).
Although societies and other religions may change, the word of God stands forever. By
implication, true morality is unchanging because it is based on the unchanging word of God.
In the Christian reality and perspective, true morality and Christianity are joined by the same
foundation, which is the word of God. As stated in 1 Peter 1:15, "for you shall be holy,"
holiness is to live a moral life as approved and pleasing to God (Blomberg, 2012). This
emphasis on holiness and moral living is a central tenet of Christian theology and ethics.

The importance of the word of God in shaping Christian morality is further highlighted by the
teachings of theologians and philosophers. For instance, Thomas Aquinas, a renowned
medieval theologian, argued that the ultimate source of morality is God's eternal law, which
is revealed through natural law and the divine law of Scripture (Aquinas, 1981). Similarly,
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a 20th-century Protestant theologian, emphasized the role of the church
in cultivating moral character and the importance of obedience to God's commandments
(Bonhoeffer, 1995).

Thus, for Christians, true morality is inextricably linked to the word of God, as revealed in
the Bible. This provides a solid and unchanging foundation for moral behavior, as opposed to
the shifting moral codes of society. The pursuit of holiness and the desire to please God
through moral living are central to the Christian understanding of morality.

5. CONCLUSION

The erosion of moral foundations in contemporary society is a pressing concern that demands
urgent attention. The proliferation of moral vices, such as injustice, murder, sexual
perversion, and corruption, has led to a breakdown in social cohesion, the perpetuation of
suffering, and a general sense of disillusionment within many communities.
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The Christian perspective, rooted in the unchanging word of God, offers a robust moral
framework to address these challenges. By emphasizing the sanctity of human life, the
importance of sexual purity, the pursuit of holiness, and the virtues of justice and integrity,
the Christian tradition provides a solid foundation for ethical behavior. Thinkers like Plato,
Aristotle, and St. Thomas Aquinas have long recognized the centrality of moral virtues in
cultivating human flourishing and the ideal society.

However, the present trends of secularism and the rapid advancements in Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) have eroded the influence of traditional moral
frameworks, leaving individuals adrift in a sea of moral relativism. Addressing this crisis
requires a multifaceted approach that re-engages religious and cultural institutions, develops
digital ethics frameworks, and fosters critical thinking skills.

By reclaiming moral foundations grounded in enduring principles, society can work towards
restoring justice, compassion, and integrity. This endeavor is not merely an abstract
philosophical exercise but a pressing call to action, as the well-being of individuals and the
collective good depend on the cultivation of virtuous character and the establishment of
ethical norms. Through a renewed commitment to moral education, community engagement,
and the integration of faith-based values, we can collectively strive to build a more just and
virtuous society, one that reflects the timeless wisdom of the past and the moral imperative of
the present.
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